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Form - GDPR Complaints to Assigned Judge 

Form - Complaint to Assigned Judge


Notes

Pursuant to section 157 of the Data Protection Act 2018, the role of the Assigned Judge includes the “supervision of data processing operations of the courts when acting in their judicial capacity.” Importantly, the role of the Assigned Judge is supervisory only. The Assigned Judge is not the controller of data processed by or for judges acting in a judicial capacity. Nor is the Assigned Judge a Data Protection Officer. Nor does the Assigned Judge supervise the Data Protection Unit of the Courts Service – which is not responsible for deciding Data Access requests or other data protection rights requests or complaints as they relate to “data processing operations of the courts when acting in their judicial capacity”. 

The Assigned Judge is not a proper recipient of data access requests. Requests for Data Access and in respect of other data protection rights should generally be made in the first instance to the controller of the data in question – typically the judge dealing with the case.

It is important to note that, by the Data Protection Act 2018 (Section 158(3)) Rules 2018,[footnoteRef:2] significant restrictions are placed on the rights of data subjects and the obligations of the courts in respect of data processing operations of the courts when acting in their judicial capacity – as compared to those relating to of data processing by others. [2:  S.I. No. 658/2018 - Data Protection Act 2018 (Section 158(3)) Rules 2018.] 


If, having considered the foregoing, you remain of the view that the Assigned Judge has a statutory role please answer all questions in the spaces provided. If required, please continue replies on a separate page.

The Assigned Judge may seek information additional to that sought below.

Please note that the Assigned Judge will ordinarily communicate with complainants by e-mail. Please send this form, once completed, to AssignedJudge@courts.ie











A. 	THE COMPLAINANT

1. Complainant details
Please place an X in the relevant box

a) □ 	I am submitting a complaint on my own behalf.

b) □ 	I am acting for someone wishing to file a complaint.



2. Contact Details - Complainant
Full Name: 
Address:
Phone number: 
Email address:



3. Contact Details – Person (if any) acting for a Complainant
Full Name: 
Address:
Phone number: 
Email address:



4. Proof of identity - Complainant

To process the complaint, verification of the Complainant’s identity is required.

Please attach to e-mail a copy of official photo identification (passport, driver's licence or public services card).



5. Proof of identity and authority – Person acting for a Complainant

If the Complaint is being made by another person on behalf of the Complainant, verification of the identity of any person acting for the Complainant is required – as is a copy of the Complainant’s authority to so act.

If applicable, please attach to e-mail a copy of 
· official photo identification (passport, driver's licence or public services card) and 
· authority to act.
B.	THE COMPLAINT

6. Please set out distinct answers to each of the following insofar as the answers are known to you:


a) The name and contact details of the person(s) against whom complaint is made and the role in which such person acted in the relevant circumstances.
Please insert reply here.




b) The Court, title and record number of any relevant legal proceedings.
Please insert reply here.





c) The personal data in respect of which complaint is made. (Please identify as precisely as possible).
Please insert reply here.



Note: 	Personal Data is defined in the GDPR[footnoteRef:3] as “any information relating to an identified or identifiable natural person (‘data subject’); an identifiable natural person is one who can be identified, directly or indirectly, in particular by reference to an identifier such as a name, an identification number, location data, an online identifier or to one or more factors specific to the physical, physiological, genetic, mental, economic, cultural or social identity of that natural person”. [3:  General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR)- Regulation (EU) 2016/679 on the protection of natural persons with regard to the processing of personal data and on the free movement of such data, and repealing Directive 95/46/EC. (General Data Protection Regulation). It is available at EUR-Lex - 02016R0679-20160504 - EN - EUR-Lex (europa.eu).] 




d) The Court record or other location in which the personal data in question is to be found.
Please insert reply here.





e) The provisions of the Data Protection Act 2018[footnoteRef:4] and/or the GDPR allegedly breached and/or on which you rely. [4:  The Data Protection Act 2018 is available at Revised Acts (lawreform.ie).] 

Please insert reply here.





f) The alleged acts or omissions said to justify the complaint, including the date and location thereof and the name of any judge or court official involved.
Please insert reply here.



g) When and how you became aware of those acts or omissions.Please insert reply here.





h) All steps taken to assert your data protection rights in accordance with the Data Protection Act 2018 (Section 158(3)) Rules 2018 – including application made to the data controller.
Please insert reply here.





i) Full details, including the outcome, of any complaint as to these matters already made to any other person or authority, including but not limited to
The Data Protection Commission.
The Courts Service.
The Trial Judge.
The Judicial Conduct Committee of the Judicial Council.
Any controller of the relevant data.
Any processor of the relevant data.

Please insert reply here.


Please attach to this e-mail any document relevant to any such complaint – preferably in WORD or searchable .pdf format.


j) Explain why, in your view, this complaint falls within the competence of the Assigned Judge - which is limited to the supervision of data processing operations of the courts when acting in their judicial capacity.Please insert reply here.




k) Please describe briefly, and in practical terms, what you seek to achieve by this complaint.Please insert reply here.


7. If you have any documents that may substantiate, or provide more information about your complaint, please list them individually.
Please insert list here.



Please attach such documents – preferably in WORD or searchable .pdf format.


l) Any other relevant details of the complaint.
Please insert reply here.




D.	DATA TREATMENT NOTICE

8.  I acknowledge that the data provided to the Assigned Judge will be controlled and processed for the legitimate purposes of the performance of the statutory functions of the Assigned Judge.


E.	LIST OF ATTACHED DOCUMENTS

9. Please list below, individually and in date order, all documents attached to this form.
Please insert list here.





Signed:



Name in Block Capitals:



Date:
2

