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WELCOME
Courts Service News is
the magazine of the Courts
Service. Contributions are
drawn from a wide area and
do not necessarily reflect the
views or policies of the Courts
Service. The editors reserve the
right to edit all contributions.
Courts Service News,
Information Ofﬁce,
15-24 Phoenix Street North,
Smithﬁeld,
Dublin 7.
Telephone (01) 888 6459
Email courtsservicenews@courts.ie
Web www.courts.ie

Welcome to the December issue of Courts Service News
We are delighted to be bringing you the final edition of CS News for 2020, after a year of
so much change and upheaval, it is good to know that some things remain constant. It
has been a tumultuous year for the Courts Service, personally challenging for us in both our
work and personal lives and yet we kept the show on the road by adapting in ways, we
would never have thought possible just nine months ago.
In a year when the Courts Service turned 21, we look back on 2020 (pages 12-13)
acknowledging how we adapted so quickly to the challenges presented by Covid-19,
including the rollout of ‘remote courts’. We also revisit the inaugural meeting of the
Judicial Council (pre-Covid!) and the Supreme Court’s visit to the Southeast.
Festive messages from the Chief Justice and CEO, Angela Denning are next on page 4.
The Courts Service in responding to COVID-19 has made significant progress in relation the
Modernisation Programme and has shown real dedication to continuing to provide access
to justice for citizens in challenging circumstances. We feature a Programme update on
page 7.

Editorial Team
Maura Howe,
Alan Baker,
John Whelan,
Gerry Curran,
Saul Philbin Bowman,
Brendan Houlihan,
Niamh Kearns,
Lisa Maybury.
Design and Print
Paul Martin Communications,
1 Dodder Park Grove,
Rathfarnham,
Dublin 14.
D14 TF72
www.paulmartin.ie
If you would like to contribute
an article, a book or a film
review, please contact
the editorial team at
courtsservicenews@courts.ie

Our ICT Directorate had a particularly hectic year – read the review on page 10.
Positive examples of innovative ways of working abound across the organisation, read
about the key benefits from a recent ‘Court Book of Authorities’ initiative on page 9.
We have a true ‘feel good’ story about a lifetime achievement award made to Noelle
Fitzsimons, Victim Support at Court (V-SAC)’s longest-serving volunteer (Page 8).
Our appointments and obituaries, along with film and book reviews are also featured, and
don’t forget to complete the quiz on page 23!
We wish all our readers a happy and healthy Christmas and a peaceful New Year. We look
forward with hope for a return to some semblance of normality in 2021!
The Courts Service News Team
An tSeirbhís Chúirteanna
Courts Service
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CHRISTMAS MESSAGES
CHRISTMAS MESSAGE FROM
THE CHIEF JUSTICE

CHRISTMAS MESSAGE FROM
THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE

As we approach the end of a year of enormous change,
challenge and, at times, near catastrophe, it is important to
remember the great community response which thankfully has
allowed most of us remain safe and in a position to begin the
celebration of this festive period.

This time last year we could not have predicted the scale of
the challenge we would face and meet in 2020. No words
can adequately describe everything we felt and went through.
The challenge to deliver quality public service, safely, in the
middle of a worldwide health threat had not been faced
since influenza claimed the lives of roughly 5% of the world’s
population just over a century ago.

Our response as a people has been one of togetherness, of
mutual responsibility, both for ourselves and others in our
community. It has brought out the best of what makes us a
people, rather than just a geographical or political state. The
worldwide pandemic has made us reflect and take stock of
where we are, where we might be, and where we should be.
As individuals, families and groups we have had to reassess
where we stand and operate in the world and what it is we
need to do to remain healthy, survive, and how we plan to
recover and prosper. This has been at the heart of not just my
own response generally, but as Chief Justice it has focussed my
efforts on how the Courts and the Courts Service operate both
in these difficult times but also into the future.
By avoiding the chaos of stagnation, which the pandemic tried
to impose on us, we have ensured access to justice via ways
and means some of which were unthought of even a year ago,
and in other cases well in advance of our stated plans. I am
heartened by the response of my colleagues on the bench, in
the Courts Service, and in the wider justice community. This
response has put people, safety and rights at the centre of our
operations throughout this most bizarre year.

Our courts remaining open, safe and active through it all, is
due to the sheer determination, dedication and grit of the staff
and partners of the Courts Service. Judges, managers, and staff
across the courts system, have demonstrated unity of purpose,
putting country and fellow members of the public first, making
sure that every county had court sittings throughout the
pandemic.
Our colleagues across the justice sector from the legal
professions, to Prison Service staff, Gardaí, Probation Officers,
Legal Aid Board, Department of Justice, mediation services,
support and advocacy groups have collaborated with us,
adapting to new ways of working to continue to provide
access to justice. It is inevitable that words of gratitude here
might not be enough, or not extend to everyone who has
aided in the great task of making sure we are still here for
people to seek redress. It is also probable that the tiredness
associated with the year’s efforts might dull any sense of
achievement felt.

My gratitude extends to all court users and groups, who have
persevered amidst this great challenge and who have acted as
partners in approaching the roll out of solutions and remedies
to the myriad of organisational issues which have arisen.
Thank you seems too little to say to express our gratitude - yet
it is the simplicity of those two words - thank you - which
expresses it most of all.

COVID-19 has taken an enormous toll on us personally. We
have lost colleagues, loved ones and friends and been unable
to properly mourn. We have missed celebrating the happy
occasions in life (including the retirements of many colleagues)
in the usual way. We have been lonely, afraid and filled with
sadness and yet we have demonstrated enormous fortitude
and resilience. At this time of the year it is appropriate that we
rest, rejuvenate and offer appreciation for remaining safe and
for the efforts of those around us.

This Christmas, as we again plan for safely gathering with
some family and friends, I have no doubt the appreciation of
what that means will not be lost on any of us. As we recharge
the batteries for the huge task of reorganisation in 2021, we
should ensure we take stock of what we did well, that 2020
was not a lost cause and that we use our experiences to
make our lives, our community and our system of justice more
emboldened to succeed in the coming year.

I wish to extend to our staff, members of the judiciary and
to all in the justice community the very best wishes of the
season and hopes for a peaceful and healthy new year. I want
to thank you for all your efforts, companionship (remotely)
and friendship in 2020. I am conscious that some of you will
be working over the festive period and am grateful for your
continued efforts to provide access to justice for the most
vulnerable in our communities at this time of the year.

A very happy Christmas and the safest and most prosperous of
New Years to all our colleagues, friends, partners and readers.

As I write, newsfeeds are running photos of Margaret Keenan
the first recipient of a COVID vaccine and so I look forward to
2021 with renewed hope.

Frank Clarke

A very Happy Christmas to one and all.

Angela Denning
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NEWS...
THE YEAR AT A GLANCE IN NUMBERS
2,095
10,754

Virtual Court Hearings April to December 2020
Video calls from Courts to Prisons March - November

9

Full video enabled Courtrooms built this year (6 new sites/3 refreshed)

7

“Pop-up” Courts @ External locations

28

Courtrooms had additional video equipment deployed to facilitate social distancing

10

Mobile Jury Empanelment solutions built (used across 9 locations nationwide)

49

Courtrooms being tech enabled over 2021

100+
56
2144

C-19 risk assessments and inspections carried out by the C-19 Safety Team of
Courts Service courtrooms, offices and external jury venues in the past 6 months
Seconds is the average time to complete an iAuditor checklist
Checklists completed on iAuditor

Since iAuditor went live on the 12th November:

600+

Courtroom inspections have been recorded

895

Office inspections have occurred

655

Public areas in our court buildings have been inspected

97%

Is the average compliance score

90%

Corrective actions are dealt with locally with near-immediate completion

5000
0%

Social distancing badges distributed
Transmission of Covid-19 within the Courts Service
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NEWS...
SENIOR JUDGES FROM ACROSS IRELAND AND THE UK
HOLD BI-LATERAL SEMINAR VIA REMOTE TECHNOLOGY

December saw the bilateral meeting /
seminar between the judiciaries of the
United Kingdom and Ireland for 2020 take
place in an online setting. Whilst physically
apart, the judges of the top courts in
each jurisdiction of Ireland, Northern
Ireland, Scotland, England and Wales,
came together to exchange their collective
experiences from the past nine months.
They discussed how COVID-19 has impacted
on the respective jurisdictions in terms of
the legislative responses, constitutional
and commercial law considerations that
have arisen.
The Chief Justice, Mr. Justice Frank Clarke,
said the programme had “been carefully

curated to highlight aspects of the
pandemic which have necessitated judicial
consideration, be it in terms of reviewing
the basis for legislative measures adopted
by Parliament and/or the Executive, or how
the rights and freedoms of individuals have
been restricted”.

Justice General chaired a discussion
on COVID-19 and judicial review/public
law measures lead by The Lord Burnett
of Maldon, Lord Chief Justice of England
and Wales, Ms. Justice Iseult O’Malley, Ms.
Justice Marie Baker, Supreme Court
of Ireland.

The final session considered how the
fallout from the pandemic has impacted on
commercial life and ensuing litigation.

The topic of COVID-19 and
constitutional considerations, civil and
human rights was chaired by Chief Justice
Frank Clarke, with leading remarks from
Lord Carloway, Lord President of Scotland’s
Court of Session and Lord Justice General,
along with Sir Declan Morgan, Lord Chief
Justice of Northern Ireland.

Chief Justice Clarke said that the
“importance of engagements such as this
cannot be underestimated. Faced with
an unprecedented vista last March, the
ability of our jurisdictions to exchange
information on their respective response
to the pandemic and its impact on court
proceedings proved invaluable. This cooperation greatly assisted our courts in its
own response to the pandemic”.
Leading Scottish Judge, Lord Carloway, Lord
President of the Court of Session and Lord

COVID-19 and commercial and
employment law, was the subject of
discussions with leads from Lord Hamblen
of Kersey, Justice of the Supreme Court
of the United Kingdom, and Lord Justice
Julian Flaux, Supervising Lord Justice of the
Commercial Court, High Courts of Justice,
England & Wales.

FACE MASKS IN THE CCJ
Green Innovation in the
Criminal Courts of Justice
Joe Power from the Criminal Courts
of Justice was in touch recently to
tell us about a fantastic innovation
pilot project. Staff and members of
the judiciary in the CCJ, Cloverhill
and Tallaght Court Offices will be
supplied with reusable face masks,
made from high quality Irish linen.
Here he tells us all about the
initiative.
Pat Flynn (CCJ)
modelling the Courts
Service face mask

Where did the idea come
from?
A need for a reusable source of
protection was required. Prior to
this we were using rather costly,
non-environmentally friendly
products. The cost, financially and
environmentally, needed to be
addressed. The CCJ, through its
senior management team agreed
that change was needed. Both

Michelle Johnston and Bernard
Regan were of invaluable help in
this exercise.

Members of staff assisted in testing
these masks to ensure that they
fulfilled the needs of all staff.

Who is making the masks?
An Irish company based in Dublin,
Sewing Pearl is creating the
personalised masks.

What are the costs involved?
The cost of production of
personalised face masks come at a
lower cost than the continuous use
of “single use” disposable masks.
From production to availability
these personalised masks cost less
than three month supply of “single
use” masks.

Where is the linen sourced?
Where did the idea to use Irish
linen come from?
The linen was sourced from Ireland.
The face masks are made of pure
flax linen fabric, which are easy
to wear, eco-friendly, washable,
antiseptic, anti-allergenic, strong
& durable. It is important to assist
small companies to grow as well
as using home-grown products to
assist in its continued production.
Irish linen has such a textured feel
and yet when properly tailored
offers resilience as well as comfort.
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Joe gave a special thanks to Pat
Flynn, one of the initial mask
testers. “As soon as Pat started
wearing the mask people’s interest
was heightened. Half the battle is
gaining interest and acceptance
that there is a better way every day
to makes changes no matter how
small”.
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NEWS...
COURTS SERVICE UNVEILED ITS
MODERNISATION PROGRAMME IN 2020
Our modernisation journey began at the start of the year when
CEO Angela Denning launched the Modernisation Programme,
designed to realise our Long-Term Strategic vision of transforming
how we deliver our services and work every day. At the heart of
the Modernisation Programme is the ambition to reduce time, cost
and complexity of using and accessing our services and ensuring
our court users are at the centre of how we design and deliver our
services.
One of the key activities for the year was to develop a Business
Case to support our request for funding for the Programme and
we secured €9 million under Budget 2021.The funding has been
provided to develop IT solutions and capability and procure a
partner from the private sector to support this work. Funding for
additional staff has also been provided to support the delivery of
the Programme.

examples of the innovative processes, originally envisaged under the
Modernisation Programme, which we had to put in place to reduce
footfall to support safe access to justice. Facilitating remote courts,
video-links and increased online working resulted in improvements
to the technology available in courtrooms throughout the estate.
A project has recently commenced to expand the technology of
a further 49 courtrooms across the organisation. We have also
progressed a number of projects which were already in planning/
development; one such example being the nationwide launch of
eLicensing.
Further projects being progressed include; an online appointment
system, a cashless payments project which will see offices offering
chip and PIN as a payment option and a project with the Criminal
Justice Hub team for electronic transmission of charge sheet data.
This initiative will significantly reduce the necessity for data entry in
this area.

A programme of work setting out the strategic roadmap for the
modernisation programme over the next two years has been put in
place. The roadmap is built around four governing workstreams.
These cross-jurisdictional workstreams seek to simplify processes,
deliver end-to-end improvements and drive legislation and rule
change, as well as strengthening our key partner relationships.
Covid-19 has had a modernising effect on the Courts Service and
in the past number of months we have effectively prototyped in
real-life new and more digital ways of working. Remote or eCourts,
increased use of video-links, filing online, booking appointments
over the phone and communicating with Jurors via text are some

A key challenge for the Courts Service is to sustain and embed
the changes and improvements into our new ways of working.
We have not made these changes in isolation, rather we have
benefitted from working closely with our partners across the justice
system. We recognise collaborative working is key to achieving
the court reform and digitisation envisaged for the sector, and
under the Modernisation Programme we will look forward to
continuing to evolve this approach. The Programme’s roadmap is
being reviewed and revised to reflect and build on the changes and
impact of the pandemic.

VIRTUAL RESTORATION OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS BUILDING
June 30th, 2022, will mark the centenary
of the terrible explosion and fire at the Four
Courts, Dublin, which destroyed the Public
Record Office of Ireland (PROI) and, with
it, seven centuries of Ireland’s collective
memories. While incomparable with the loss
of human life, the destruction of the Record
Treasury at the PROI was one of the great
tragedies of the Civil War.
The Beyond 2022: Ireland’s Virtual
Record Treasury research project is an
international collaborative project. It seeks
to re-imagine and re-create, through virtual
reality, this national treasure and the archival
collections that were lost, comprising records
of seven centuries of Irish history, genealogy
and administration.
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Combining historical research, archival
discovery and technical innovation, Beyond
2022 will offer a lasting and meaningful
legacy from the Decade of Centenaries. . The
Courts Service have recently supported the
Beyond 2022 team with access to the modern
day Court of Appeal building to increase the
accuracy of their 3D rendering.
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NEWS...
COURTS VOLUNTEER WINS NATIONAL
VOLUNTEER AND COMMUNITY HERO AWARDS
Noelle has been volunteering since the 1990s in providing
support to victims of all types of crime. She volunteered with
Victim Support Ireland for many years before becoming a founder
member of V-SAC in 2005. She supported victims of crime in the
Four Courts, the CCJ, courts in the Dublin Metropolitan area and
other courts around the country. It was due to Noelle’s love for the
Tallaght community that she eventually based herself in Tallaght
District Court on a permanent basis and always in a voluntary
capacity. When the court was open for business, you could be
guaranteed that Noelle would be there.
Noelle’s presence in court every day meant that victims arriving
to court would be greeted by Noelle’s smile and calming nature.
Most victims had never set foot in a court before and would be
incredibly nervous of the formal setting and of the prospect of
seeing the accused. Noelle would chat to the victim over a cuppa
in the small victim support room within the courthouse and explain
what to expect when their case was called. Noelle’s knowledge
of the criminal justice system and her gentle way with victims
empowered them to enter the courtroom with some confidence,
knowing that Noelle was there just for them every step of the way.
She is well respected by the judges presiding over proceedings, An
Garda Síochána, Court Services staff, legal professionals and other
support agencies. Always at the forefront of Noelle’s mind are the
victims she meets, and she is a great ambassador for V-SAC. You
only have to listen to Noelle to hear the passion in her voice as she
talks about the work she does, advocating for victims of crime and
always says that ‘every day is a school day’. She has inspired so
many volunteers over the years and is the ‘go-to’ person for V-SAC
staff if they have any questions about the court system, victim
support and victims’ rights.
As a mother and grandmother, she has given most of her life to
volunteering and never complained. It took a pandemic for Noelle
to be absent from Tallaght District Court! For a lady in her 70s,
nothing fazes her, and she even got her son to hook up his laptop
so she could join the V-SAC weekly Zoom calls during lockdown!!

Noelle Fitzimons, Victim Support at Court (V-SAC)

Noelle Fitzsimons, Victim Support at Court (V-SAC)’s longestserving court accompaniment volunteer, has been awarded a 2020
National Volunteer Ireland Award under the Social Inclusion and
Community Support category. She was also awarded the 2020
Community Hero Award at The Wheel’s Charity Impact Awards.
This is a lifetime achievement award and the highest award a
volunteer can receive. This is great recognition for the commitment
and dedication Noelle has given to victims of crime over the past 3
decades, including 15 years with V-SAC.

While Noelle has taken a step back from court accompaniment,
she still involves herself with V-SAC by providing phone support
to victims of crime and continuing the engagement with the local
Gardaí to ensure victims are always referred to V-SAC for support.
So, it is very fitting that her commitment over the past 3 decades is
recognised in two National Volunteer Awards.

Congratulations Noelle!
Visit www.vsac.ie for more information on its work.
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NEWS...
SIGNIFICANT REDUCTION IN COSTS, CARBON FOOTPRINT AND
ADMINISTRATIVE BURDEN
Some of the key benefits from
a recent ‘Court Book of Authorities’ initiative by President Irvine
and the Legal Research and
Library Services team
Born out of the necessity to reduce the
volume of paper being submitted to the
Court and in the interests of efficiencies,
this simple but effective idea gained traction
with the Judiciary and practitioners from
the start. Working with President Irvine and
the Judiciary, the Legal Research and Library
Services team set out the relevant legislative
provisions and the key cases cited by parties
for each of 11 commonly-made High Court
applications. Citing these provisions and
cases typically resulted in multiple hard
copies of large Books of Authorities being
produced every time they were before the
Court by the respective parties.

initiative, which took less than six weeks to
develop and introduce, has transformed the
way certain frequently made motions are
made in the High Court.
This Court Book of Authorities is available
on the Courts Service website and is
accessible to all in soft copy. From now
on, there is no requirement for parties to
file these authorities because they are all
deemed to be ‘before the court’ in every
case. Parties now merely direct the judge
to the authority as it appears on courts.
ie and refer him/her to the paragraph/
section being relied on. Part 5 of HC97
also provides that parties may file up to 8
supplemental authorities should they wish
to rely on cases or legislative provisions not
captured by the Court Book of Authorities.

The team developed an online ‘Court Book
of Authorities’ of these key legislative
provisions and cases for each of the 11
commonly made applications. Part 5 of
President Irvine’s comprehensive Practice
Direction HC97 entitled ‘High Court
Submissions and Issue Papers’, removed
the need for practitioners to print out
multiple hard copies of large Books of
Authorities for each of these 11 commonly
made applications, which are now deemed
already before the Court through the new
online ‘Court Book of Authorities’. This

It is therefore no wonder that the
introduction of HC97 and the Court Book of
Authorities has been welcomed by litigants,
lawyers, the Judiciary and staff of the Courts
Service. It has been met with consistent and
resounding praise for greatly lessening the
administrative burden on parties, judges,
and Courts Service staff in removing the
obligation to compile, share, lodge, and
ultimately dispose of multiple hard copies
of similar authorities. This innovative step,
as well as reducing the cost of producing
these multiple hard copies, also significantly
reduces the carbon footprint and
environmental impact of such applications.
Speaking about the new online version

HILARY MCSWEENEY
ELECTED TO THE BOARD

and has met fantastic Courts Service staff
and some wonderful characters along
the way.

Hilary McSweeney was recently elected
to the Courts Service board as the staff
representative. She is an avid Munster fan
and mother of one and has have worked
in the Courts Service for the last 26 years,
having joined as a Clerical Assistant Typist
in 1994. She currently works as a HEO in
Limerick Court Office.

Hilary returned to third level education in
2009 and obtained her law degree and
masters in Child and Family Law. This was
done with the help of the Refund of Fees
Scheme which is a huge benefit to staff. She
hopes the skills she has gained along the
way will assist her in meeting the challenges
which may occur while sitting on the Board.

Hilary’s experience is wide and varied having
worked in offices in Cork, Limerick, Dundalk
and Ennis. She has sat in courts as far north
as Monaghan and as far south as Kenmare

Hilary notes “the Courts Service staff are the
glue that hold this organisation together
and I am delighted to be their voice at
Board meetings.”

An tSeirbhís Chúirteanna
Courts Service

An tSeirbhís Chúirteanna
Courts Service

Laura Butler, Head of the Legal Research
and Library Services team noted:
“Having the Court Book of Authorities
available on courts.ie facilitates access to
justice for all and assists the litigating of
such motions by providing a comprehensive
and well configured book of authorities
for all parties to refer to when bringing or
resisting a motion”
Ms. Butler also noted how the initiative
is closely aligned with the Courts Service
change and modernisation agenda, to
work collaboratively with the Judiciary and
practitioners to drive greater efficiencies
across the Courts.
Lead by President of the High Court Mary
Irvine BL the team involved: Laura Butler,
Head of Legal Research and Library
Services, Juliet Dwyer B.L., Legal Research
Manager, Patricia Erasmus, Executive Legal
Officer to President Irvine, Henry Minogue
B.L., Legal Research Executive., Kieran
O’Shea, Judicial Assistant to Mr. Justice
Meenan (HC) and Padraic Burke, Judicial
Assistant to Mr. Justice Sanfey (HC).
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NEWS...
2020 EU JUSTICE SCOREBOARD PUBLISHED
Launched in 2013, the EU Justice Scoreboard is used by the
Commission to monitor justice reforms undertaken by Member
States. The Scoreboard assesses the independence, quality and
efficiency of national justice systems.

prosecution, but was a relatively high spender on legal aid.
In 2018 public spending on the courts in Ireland was €135 million,
which equated to €27.9 per head of the population. This placed
Ireland in the lower third of the 21 reporting European countries.

The 2020 EU Justice Scoreboard shows a continued improvement
in the effectiveness of justice systems in a large majority of Member
States. Improvements in efficiency were noted especially in the
areas of consumer law and in dealing with money laundering.
Improvements in accessibility and gender equality were also noted
across the bloc.

Ireland has the lowest number of Judges per 100,000 inhabitants.
However, the role of judges in a Common Law system compared
with that of Civil Law traditions can differ greatly and anomalies
can arise due to differing systems reflecting different geographical,
economic and legal systems. Another important consideration is
that Ireland has a large number of other adjudicative bodies dealing
with functions that are dealt with by ‘courts’ in other jurisdictions
e.g. Labour Court, Residential Tenancies Board, Labour Relations
Commission etc.

Ireland

Per head of the population Ireland’s public spending on the justice
system – excluding prisons - in 2018 (the year to which the 2020
report relates) was the third highest in the EU. On a per capita
basis, public expenditure on the system in Ireland that year was
1.8% higher than equivalent spending of €140.7 per person in
the UK.
Within this, Ireland was part of a lower spending group of countries
when it came to public expenditure on the courts and public

YEAR 2020 - A LOOK
BACK AT THE ICT
DIRECTORATE
The Covid-19 pandemic accelerated the
urgency for greater adaptability and
transformation within the ICT Directorate.
Our previous ways of working were
disrupted, and new technologies and
services reshaped the workplace.
The ICT Directorate partnered with all
other directorates to enable the largest
expansion of remote working in the history
of the Courts Service; corporate laptops and
smartphones were in extraordinary demand
and the biggest challenge was the adoption
of new ways of working for employees
and the Judiciary within the lockdown
timeframes.
For the ICT Directorate, big changes had
already commenced in 2020. In January,
we established a new Shared Services
Unit. The new unit centralises performance
management, financial management and
procurement management with a focus on
continuous improvement. A Data Services
unit was also established. This unit is

Ireland is one of the least expensive jurisdictions in relation to court
fees for both consumers and companies and, overall, Ireland scores
very similarly to other member states.
The EU Justice Scorecard can be found at https://ec.europa.eu/
info/policies/justice-and-fundamental-rights/upholding-rule-law/eujustice-scoreboard_en

responsible for developing the data strategy
in conjunction with the ICT strategy. The
data unit accesses and leverages data,
expanding the capability of statistical
reporting and other data-related projects for
the Courts Service.
		
In February, the new Judicial Digital
Workspace project was completed. This
project moved the Judiciary to a new
independent workspace. And then Covid-19
came knocking…
Despite the pandemic, our team continued
to expand and we look forward to the years
ahead: delivering technology, supporting
the Courts Service on our modernisation
journey.
The following are some Courts Service
projects completed throughout 2020.
ICT Projects - Year to date 2020
1. New Courts Service Website
2. Online development to the Irish
Insolvency Service
3. Introduction of remote court sittings
4. Expansion of video & jury empanelment
facilities
5. Introduction of Share File
6. Expansion of WIFI & Connectivity services
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7. Upgrade to the CCTS system
8. Updated Legal Diary
9. Development of capturing central
statistical data
10.High Court Orders management tool
While all the above was taking place, the
team also managed and maintained the
following activities;
ICT Business as usual - April 2020 to
December 2020
1. 10, 433 Court to Prisons Video link
sessions supported
2. 2,519 Remote Court sessions supported
ICT Business as usual - December 2019
- November 2020
1. 21,836 contacts handled at managed
service helpdesk
2. 1,706 tickets handled at CSOL helpdesk
3. 731 calls handled at CCTS helpdesk
The ICT Directorate would like to take this
opportunity to thank all of you who have
worked with us throughout 2020. We wish
you all a very happy, peaceful and safe
Christmas.

Helen Thornton – ICT Directorate
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NEWS...
DUBLIN CITY UNIVERSITY TEAM TAKE FIRST PRIZE AT GAEL
LINN MOOT COURT COMPETITION 2020!
The Irish language moot court, Bréagchúirt Uí Dhálaigh, took
place as a virtual event on Zoom on Friday, 6 November with Colm
Ó Dúlacháin S.C, Daithí Mac Cárthaigh B.L., and Alice MaguireSpencer B.L., presiding over the final from the Gael Linn Office in
Dublin. First prize went to the team from DCU who overcame the
team from King’s Inns.
This long-standing event is organised annually by Gael Linn in
memory of the late Cearbhall Ó Dálaigh, former President and Chief
Justice of Ireland. The competition, in normal times, gives third level
law students an opportunity to display their advocacy skills through
Irish in an authentic courtroom setting.
Competing this year were students from NUIG, UCC, DCU, UCD and
King’s Inns. Preliminary rounds were held online on Friday morning,
and the teams from Dublin City University and King’s Inns, were
chosen to progress to the final.

Sorcha Dianamh Ní Néill Fulham, Seána Davey and Deirdre Donnelly
on the side of the Respondent, received a cheque for €300.
Having congratulated all the participants, Seán Ó Ceallaigh of Gael
Linn then thanked the judges for their support of the competition
and also thanked barristers Kate Ní Chonfhaola and Alice MaguireSpencer, who helped organize this year’s event. He said Gael Linn
hopes to return to King’s Inns and The Courts Service’s excellent
facilities for the competition next year.

The delighted winners Caoimhe Ní Choimín, Róisín Ní Mhadaoin,
Cian Ó Bolgair Ó hAodh and Daithí Nesbitt who argued the case for
the Appelant in the final, received a cheque for €600 along with the
Gael Linn Perpetual Trophy, while the runners-up Aoife Nic Chraith,

SUPREME COURT ENGAGEMENT WITH SECOND-LEVEL SCHOOLS RESUMES
November and December saw the
resumption of the Comhrá education and
outreach initiative - whereby members of
the Supreme Court engage remotely with
second-level students through videoconferencing technology.

of the COVID-19 Pandemic and subsequent
school closures.

In November students from St. Joseph’s
Secondary School, Rush, County Dublin,
took part in a 90 minute video call with Mr.
Justice William McKechnie and Mr. Justice
Peter Charleton, putting questions to the
judges on the work of the Supreme Court,
how they approach their roles as judges
and how the Court has met the challenges
presented as a result of COVID-19. Coláiste
Lorcáin from Kildare also engaged with the
court.

“The Supreme Court is pleased to resume
this initiative and looks forward to reengaging with second-level students, in
what has been a particularly challenging
and uncertain year for them.
The Comhrá initiative has taken on an
added significance in that since the onset
of the COVID-19 pandemic earlier this year,
the platform on which the engagement
takes place is the same as that used for the
conduct of remote business of the Court.

The participating judges also provided
students guidance and advice for those
aspiring to embark on careers in the law.
With the assistance of their teachers, senior
cycle students prepared a series of wideranging questions, with each student having
the opportunity to ask their question directly
to the participating judges.

Members of the Supreme Court, like so
many others, have had to adapt to the
challenges presented by the pandemic, and
this includes embracing video-conferencing
technology, as a means of ensuring that
the primary work of the Court – the hearing
and determination of the cases which come
before it– can be conducted, albeit on a
remote basis.”

The initiative, which commenced in October
2019, was postponed in March as a result

These recent sessions follow on from the
five Comhrá Beo - face to face engagements

Commenting on Cómhra resumption,
the Chief Justice, Mr. Justice Frank Clarke
remarked:
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that took place earlier this year as part of
the Court’s sitting in the South East. This
involved members of the Supreme Court
visiting a number of second-level schools to
engage with teachers and students on the
work of the court and its role in upholding
the law and the rights of citizens.
The engagement takes place via the PEXIP
video-conferencing platform, which is used
in courts across the county to hear cases
remotely.

Students from Coláiste Lorcáin , Castledermot,
County Kildare partake in Comhrá
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LOOKING BACK ON 2020...
2020, A YEAR OF ADAPTATION
The Senior Management Team envisage that social distancing,
staggered Court sittings, reduced numbers attending and potential
to increase/decrease measures in response to future spikes of COVID
will impact our workplaces for the rest of this legal year. It is also
necessary to plan for an increase in work both to improve access
to justice from its current limited base and to ensure we are not
overwhelmed by backlogs of work. We need to maximise new ways
of working and embed the positive workplace changes that have
occurred.
Those were the words of our CEO, Angela Denning, earlier this year as
we were all adjusting to the unique circumstances of the pandemic.
The story of 2020 for the Courts Service is one of adaptation. And
there is no doubt the adaptability of the Courts Service has been
thoroughly tested in recent months.
Necessity is also the mother of invention. Our offices were quickly
mobilised and able to maintain a commitment to frontline services
for the public because our staff understood the challenge and were
enabled to act swiftly. Innovative approaches included:
•
•
•
•
•

Facilitated working from home
Split shifts and later hours
Moving services online
Reduced paperwork and requirements
Adapted processes

Safety for court users, the Judiciary and Courts Service staff was a
priority, A Covid-19 Response Management Team was put in place,
focussed on risk assessments, guidance and documentation based on
public health guidelines, courtroom capacity and consistent signage
that encompasses the working environment of everyone in a court
room. A publicly-available video on safely attending a court was also
produced.
As Angela herself said. “Looking back we have managed to do more
for the modernisation of our services in the past few months than
what was envisaged for the first early years of the modernisation
programme. The resilience our staff have shown has been remarkable
and is a source of great pride for myself, the Chief Justice, the Board
and the Senior Management Team.

ELICENSING NATIONAL ROLL-OUT FOR LEGAL PRACTITIONERS
Another online project which progressed throughout the
pandemic months was the Courts Service eLicensing system
which, following a successful pilot programme, went live for legal
practitioners nationally on 30th June. Since then the system has
been made available across all districts nationwide.

key objective of the Courts Service, the Judiciary and our justice
partners across the system during the pandemic. Electronic Service
on Notice Parties (which is groundbreaking for District Court
applications) and the ability to pay Court Fees online are just two
of the many benefits delivered with the new online system.

The eLicensing system is a good example of an initiative which was
being developed prior to Covid- 19 as part of the modernisation
of the courts but which now offers further value for practitioners
trying to work from home. Equally eLicensing may help reduce
the numbers of people who need to attend court which is a

It is estimated that on average, between 30 - 40% of licensing
applications are being received online. Final improvements
planned for the coming months, will result in improved
functionality and an increase of applications being processed and
received online.
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LOOKING BACK ON 2020...
FIRST MEETING
OF THE JUDICIAL
COUNCIL
OUR MISSON
“A Judicial Council embodying
excellence and high standards of
conduct by an independent judiciary,
achieving public confidence in the
administration of justice.”
On 7th February 2020, pre-pandemic, the
entirety of the country’s judiciary came
together as the Chief Justice formally
opened the first full meeting of Ireland’s
new Judicial Council. Its main function is to
promote and maintain public confidence
in the judiciary and the administration of
justice.
The Council has responsibility for the
establishment of guidelines regarding
sentencing; setting standards of
conduct for the judiciary and dealing
with complaints; establishing ongoing
professional education for the judiciary
and making recommendations regarding
personal injury awards.

The Chief Justice noted that by “providing
mechanisms to enhance judicial education
and training, to promote and enforce
judicial ethics, to encourage measures
designed to increase consistency and,
importantly, to provide support for judges
in the context of what is often a very
challenging role, this Judicial Council
can play a vital role in promoting the
excellence for which we all strive”.
Updates on the establishment and work of
its Committees can be found on its website
at https://judicialcouncil.ie/.

Members of the Supreme Court visit WIT

Ms Justice Patricia Ryan, President of the
Circuit Court, Mr Justice George Birmingham, President of the Court of Appeal, Chief
Justice Frank Clarke, Mr Justice Peter Kelly,
then President of the High Court and His
Honour Judge Colin Daly, President of the
District Court.

VIRTUAL COURTROOMS BECAME A REALITY IN 2020
On 20th April 2020, for the first time ever,
the courts in Ireland sat with all parties
being present in court via remote video
technology. Both the Supreme Court
and the Court of Appeal heard matters in
individual cases with judges, practitioners
and parties appearing via video link from
remote locations. The cases were displayed
on video screens in largely empty courts
with members of the media present.

SUPREME COURT
SITS IN SOUTH EAST

existing tools, applications, and solutions;
demonstrating the flexibility and agility
of Courts technology approach, while
reaffirming the commitment, dedication,
and drive to produce public value inherent
in the Courts Service and its Staff.

The technology used is widely adaptable
for those who need to be involved in cases,
with a virtual meeting room (VMR) set up
for the purpose of each court sitting.

ICT’s Rob Rogers told us, “In line with the
nationwide mood of pulling together in
a time of crisis, Courts staff and the Irish
Prison Service coordinated and delivered an
unprecedented increase in the number of
video appearance in courts, with a year on
year increase of approximately 450% in the
critical months.”

With support from the ICT Office and
strategic partners, the Courts Service
drove the inception of a Virtual Courtroom
Programme which has conducted over
400 sessions to date and is continuing
to expand. This was completed with

Technology also assisted the Supreme
Court, when the ‘Call to the Inner Bar’
ceremonies took place remotely during
Michaelmas term owing to Dublin being
on Level 3 of the Framework for living with
COVID-19 at the time.
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Continuing its policy initiative to sit
outside of Dublin, the Supreme Court
travelled to both Waterford and Kilkenny
courthouses earlier this year, hearing cases
and delivering judgments. The judgment
hearings were televised live from both
cities.
The Chief Justice remarked that one of the
key factors in the decision of the Court to
sit outside Dublin is to “emphasise that we
are a Supreme Court for all of Ireland and
not just for the capital.“
He also spoke of the excellent standard
of the court houses, both refurbished to a
grand scale, noting they were a wonderful
mixture of the historic and the new.
Members of the Court engaged with the
practicing professions and Waterford
Institute of Technology outside of the
sittings, together with meetings with civil
society and a programme of visits to five
secondary schools. The Court also used the
occasion to launch its annual report.
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OBITUARIES
DEATH OF HER HONOUR JUDGE OLIVE BUTTIMER (NÉE BURGESS)
print in some legal documents. She sat
in Clonmel and listened in a somewhat
embarrassed fashion as a packed Court
showered her with compliments. Those
present included some of her fellow
Judges, a number of County Registrars,
a phalanx of legal practitioners and
Detective Garda Courtney on behalf of
the Garda Siochana. Her response to
what she considered undeserved praise
was articulate and generous and afforded
her the opportunity to express her
profound gratitude to the many people
with whom she had worked in the Courts
Service over the previous decade.

Olive Margaret Burgess was born in
Dublin on St. Swithin’s day in 1946, the
third child of Arthur Henry Burgess (of the
Irish Times) and Jean Scott-Burgess. She
attended Booterstown National School
and thereafter Alexandra School and
College before attending Trinity College
in 1964, where she read Social Sciences.
She displayed a precocious talent at an
early age when she won first prize in a
National Handwriting competition and
thereafter a gold medal for debate at the
Literary and Philosophical Society of Trinity
College. Her oratory stood her in good
stead when she commenced practice at
the Bar.
She had worked as a probation officer
in both Dublin and Liverpool which
shaped her general perception of
society as a whole. Thereafter she felt
it incumbent upon her to act as a voice
on behalf of the under-privileged and
the disadvantaged, whose interests she
frequently represented when practising at
the Bar.
In 1973 she married Leslie Buttimer and
having studied at the Kings Inns she
joined the Law Library in October 1977
and struck up a lifelong friendship with
two other colleagues namely Alison
Lindsay and Doirbhile Flanagan, all three
of whom were ultimately appointed to
the Circuit Court bench.
Olive worked on the Midlands Circuit
where she quickly developed a formidable

reputation as an advocate of outstanding
ability. Her understanding of complex
legal issues was exceptional, as was
her ability to articulate the issues in a
clear and concise manner which greatly
impressed the judiciary and observant
solicitors. In a relatively short period of
time she was promoted to the role of
State Prosecutor, renowned for her fair
and impartial approach.
Having practised at the Bar for twenty
years, she was nominated by the
Government of the day to accept a
judicial position, Conscious of the
responsibility involved she was somewhat
reluctant at first because she was acutely
conscious of the responsibilities attaching
to judicial office. In any event she was
assigned as a Circuit Court Judge of the
South Eastern circuit where she presided
until 2011.
Whereas her appointment was initially
greeted with some apprehension she
was ultimately described by one of my
colleagues as “a blessing in disguise”. Her
unfailing courtesy along with a highly
developed sense of humour quickly
garnered her an avid following and she
came to be held in very high regard by
the practitioners on the circuit and by the
court staff with whom she worked.
In 2011 Olive retired from the bench
primarily because she was concerned
about her deteriorating eyesight and
an increasing inability to read the small
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As a mark of appreciation she was
presented with the gift of a magnificent
piano – a rare gift at any time but in
particular to a retiring Judge.
The following morning the local
newspaper had a heading as follows –
“Retirement of kind and caring Judge”
and this headline described Olive to a
fault. Those who had practised in front of
her deemed her virtually irreplaceable and
she herself was greatly saddened to part
company with the Circuit.
Olive retired to Sligo where she had
purchased a house on the seashore and
she devoted her time to her much-loved
dogs and her horse, whilst attending to
her garden and joining a creative writing
group to occupy her time. She also took
up painting and proved in a very short
time to be a particularly gifted artist,
whose paintings were much in demand
by all of those fortunate enough to see
her work.
Unfortunately, Olive became ill in early
2020 and her condition deteriorated until
she ultimately passed away on October
2nd last. Her passing is greatly lamented
by her brothers Arthur and David along
with members of her extended family and
those of us who were fortunate enough
to know her during her lifetime retain
an abiding and imperishable memory
of an exceptional human being who
enlightened us all with her presence.
Fergus O’Hagan SC
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OBITUARIES
DEATH OF MARGARET DRENNAN
Margaret Drennan worked as part of the
team of Official Court Stenographers in Green
Street Courthouse, when courtrooms were
not as comfortable as they are nowadays,
many had sloping desks and benches with
cushions filled with horse hair, and poor
amplification or heating. Every word had to be
physically recorded in pen shorthand, and the
Stenographer was required to become familiar
with Latin, Greek and Irish terminology, and
stay in court until it ended for the day or until
the jury returned with a verdict, which was
frequently late, especially in provincial locations.
Margaret passed a competitive open
examination and joined a departmental grade
(an analogous grade to the reporting staff in the
Oireachtas). She worked in the Central, Special

& Circuit Criminal Courts, including crossing
the border on the way to work in Letterkenny
and Donegal town. She was an excellent work
colleague who enjoyed the work, especially
working in provincial venues in later years. She
also loved travelling with her husband, Arthur.
She loved fashion, her family and country life.
She was light-hearted, optimistic, and a very
hard worker.
The DAR used in every courtroom was the
brainchild of Margaret and her colleagues. It is
an indicator of Margaret’s contribution because
of long experience in the area and the need to
keep the official record in-house.

Dorothy Dowling

DEATH OF DEREK MOFFAT

I was truly shocked to hear of Derek’s
recent passing.
When I was asked to write a piece about
Derek my first thought was no – I won’t
remember the detail, how long he’d
worked in the Central Office, where he’d
worked before, there would be someone
better placed to do this. But perhaps that
doesn’t really matter; what does matter
is that Derek was a work colleague
whom I also considered a friend.
He came to the Central Office with a
wealth of District Court experience and
was my HEO for many years. He covered
for me when I had my babies, listened
to me rant when the work got too much
and quietly played his part in putting the
world to rights again. He was kind and
helpful and tried his best to help people,

on both sides of the counter.

they really were a perfect pairing.

He was also an interesting man, a maker
and a fixer-upper, someone who enjoyed
the outdoors and a range of cultural
pursuits, history and travel. He had a
natural curiosity about the world and
loved to engage with people and share
his knowledge.

Derek was someone you could rely on.
When he’d come into my office to share
a problem, I’d know he had my back
and we’d figure it out together. Age
was no barrier to the friends he made
in the office. I rarely saw him ruffled.
“A gentleman” is how I‘ve seen him
described by many and that he truly was.

He loved nature and I remember he
successfully grew orchids, which he
occasionally brought into the office,
to brighten the public counter. He was
an expert on wine and food and tried
to inspire us all to try new things. He
introduced the office to Japanese food
and was a key social organiser for the
office. He always knew the proprietors
of eateries and hostelries around the city
taking the time to chat and find out their
story. I best remember him in Romano’s
of Capel Street (long before the rest of
us discovered it), having the chat with
Romano himself, probably about their
shared love of cycling.
His love story with Phil (or Philo as she
later preferred), who also worked in
the office, is the stuff of legend. Their
adventures on the yellow tandem, the
original bicycle built for two, were shared
with all, staff and customers alike, and
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The Central Office is like an extended
family, sometimes fraught and a bit crazy,
but the nature of a public office means
the ties are strong and we have lost too
many too young in recent years.
When Derek and Philo retired, we hoped
their exploits and adventures would
continue and I’m sure they packed so
much into their time together.
My last meeting with Derek was on a
beautiful sunny day in a leafy southside
suburb making my way (under protest)
to a classic car show. My husband and
Derek share a love of classic cars and
they had a pleasant exchange. Derek
was his usual gracious self, smiling and
engaged and looking forward to the day.
That’s how I will remember him. May he
rest in peace.
Angela Brennan
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RETIREMENTS
JUDGE MICHAEL COGHLAN RETIRES

Judge Michael Coghlan is the
consummate Judge and all-rounder who
can manage life/sport/work balance
superbly. Most importantly he was a great
and trusted colleague who was always
available with a wise word of advice and
wonderful sense of humour.
He has brought to his role as a Judge
a depth of experience, knowledge and
courtesy which benefited the Courts and
court users greatly. He was assiduous
in his successful management of the
Civil and Licensing Court in Dublin
Metropolitan District which is an example
to all other Courts. His organisational
ability was central to his success as a
Judge. The manner in which he related
to Registrars and Staff was exemplary
and he understood that the proper
management of a court required respect
and co-operation with those with who he
worked. All staff enjoyed working with
Judge Coghlan.
It is no wonder, that he is involved at
the highest levels in rugby in Leinster
and Ireland. This evidences his capacity
and willingness to participate, give of his
time and get on with the job. Rugby is a

hard-hitting but highly-skilled, disciplined,
physical game. Even so, there is adherence
and respect for rules and procedures by
the players who generally have a highlydeveloped sporting ethos and sense of fair
play. The success of the game is due to
the commitment, skill and athletic prowess
of the players individually and collectively
as a team. They can only engage, partake
and enjoy their sport because of the
involvement of very dedicated and skilled
administrators, who are mostly voluntary,
like Judge Michael Coghlan, who bring
their understanding, life experience, sense
of purpose and fairness to the organisation
of this great sport.

much appreciated and valued together
with his wisdom, analytical skills and sense
of realpolitik.

Judge Michael Coghlan has played rugby
extensively in his earlier years for Gonzaga
College and later for Dublin University
Football Club (DUFC). He also played for
Bective Rangers for a number of years at
every level. He has coached with DUFC
(Trinity College) and managed the first
XV. He was elected President of DUFC
and has served in many roles including
Honorary Secretary. In more recent
times, Judge Coghlan has represented
DUFC at the Leinster Branch Executive
Committee level and has served on many
committees within Leinster and the Irish
Rugby Football Union (IRFU). He now sits
on the Leinster Senior Clubs Committee.
His sense of commitment to the sport
of Rugby is further evidenced by having
been Chair of Discipline in the Leinster
Branch where they benefited from his
legal and judicial skills. He now carries
out disciplinary duties for the IRFU Pro 14,
the 6 Nations and the International Rugby
Board (IRB now known as World Rugby).

In reading reports of his cases, one can
read the sparing and careful way with
words that Judge Coghlan had and how
he brings his football experience to bear.
In one rather famous case involving a
public personage who had an unfortunate
road traffic accident in Drumcondra, Judge
Coghlan summed up the Plaintiff’s case,
who said he felt a warm tingly sensation
across his shoulders and back, by saying

Judge Coghlan’s knowledge and
attributes greatly enhanced his work in
the Courts. He was a founder member
of the Association of Judges in Ireland
(AJI) and his support of it at the outset
gave encouragement to his colleagues to
engage in this important and necessary
Association for Judges. Likewise, he
has been most active participant in the
Association of District Judges in Ireland.
We will miss his opinions which were
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The way Judge Michael Coghlan his
business, be it as a Judge, Solicitor, a
member of the many committees of
the Court Service, the IRFU, the Leinster
Branch, Bective and of course DUFC is an
extraordinary example to us all. He did it
in a committed, diligent manner leaving
nothing to chance, checking out each
detail, to ensure each matter was in order
so that he was correct in his decision
making serving the interest of those who
had recourse to his Court.

“There is little or no notation to back up a
claim of significant whiplash”
and referring to the Defendant’s
description as to why she allowed her car
to jump backwards into the Plaintiff’s car
said
“I accept that there was probably,
literally, the eye taken off the ball when
the spider arrived”
I will leave the rest to your imagination
but I hope that no spider interferes with
the ball for DUFC, Leinster or Ireland in
the future.
We all wish Michael and Clodagh and his
family, immediate and extended, many
happy enjoyable years together now that
Michael will have a little more time on his
hands.
Conal Gibbons,
Judge of the District Court,
Chairperson ADJI
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RETIREMENTS
JUDGE JOHN COUGHLAN RETIRES
I wish to pay tribute to John Coughlan
who retired earlier this year.
I have known John since 1982 when he
offered me my first job as an assistant
solicitor in Newbridge, County Kildare.
During my time working for him in
the busy practice I gained invaluable
experience. He had a great knowledge
of the law and he was very professional
in all of his dealings with his clients and
colleagues. I was fortunate at the time
that his wife, Eithne, who is County
Registrar for Kildare, worked in the
practice and was a great support to me.
I had the privilege over the years of
appearing before Judge Coughlan,
who administered justice without fear

or favour. In particular, he had a deep
compassion for the vulnerable in society
and he had a great knowledge and
understanding of the law.
I know that John has many interests
including a deep involvement in Gaelic
football and is a devoted supporter
of the Lilywhites. I wish John, his wife
Eithne, and their family many years
of good health and happiness in his
retirement and I sincerely thank him
for his contribution to the law and in
particular the kindness he has shown to
me over the years.

Judge Gerard Jones

JUDGE CON O’LEARY RETIRES
Judge Con O’Leary retired on 31st October 2020
after 24 years on the District Court Bench.
Con was born, reared and educated in Bantry in
lovely West Cork.
He then went to UCC and graduated with an
Honours B.L.L in 1974. An outstanding student
he was never out of the top two in the class for
the three years of college. In fact the writer was in
the same year but I did not know him that well as
academically, we were in different leagues.
Ironically there were two late vocations in
the same class – Michael Pattwell and Uinsin
MacGruairc.
After qualifying as a solicitor in 1976 Con initially
worked in Clonakilty before setting up his own
practice in Bantry.
At the very young age of 42, Con was appointed
as a District Court Judge and assigned for two
years to the D.M.D . At this stage Con and his
wife Geraldine had four young children so you
can imagine the difficulty of leaving Bantry on a
Sunday morning and returning from Dublin on a
Friday night.
He subsequently was permanently assigned to Cork
in 1996. Con quickly became an expert in Juvenile
Law. Over the years colleagues from all over the
country would contact him for advice and guidance.
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Although he ran a very strict Court, he was a great
supporter of the underdog. If the State did not
have their case presented correctly, they certainly
did not make the same mistake a second time.
For the Judges in Court he was an outstanding
colleague. He was a good listener and always gave
sound practical advice on the most complex of
issues.
Although only 66 years of age, Con felt that it was
his time to go when he was dealing with not only
the children, but the grandchildren of those who
had previously appeared before him.
The Court staff were all disappointed that
they could not give him a proper send-off but
regardless they wish him the very best on his
retirement.
I’m sure Geraldine, his four children, his
grandchildren, his garden, his boat and his electric
bike will keep him busy in the years to come.
I have no doubt he will have to take the odd
phone call from former colleagues as well!!
He will be sorely missed.
Best of luck Con.

Judge Olann Kelleher
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RETIREMENTS
RITA MONAGHAN RETIRES
spent five years there and left for a period
of 14 years to raise her family – returning
in 1993 to Social Welfare in Longford and
Tullamore until 2000 when she started in
Mullingar District Court.

Our friend and colleague Rita Monaghan
retired from the Courts Service in October
2020. Starting in the public sector in 1973
in the Revenue Commissioners, Rita

Rita has been extremely professional and
proficient in carrying out her duties as a
civil servant, always putting the customer
first and assisting them in any way she
could. She adapted very quickly to the
combined court office that combined the
District and Circuit Court back in 2012
and was always eager to expand her
knowledge of the workings of the Circuit
Court and became somewhat of an expert
in civil and family law in this area. She has
been an exemplary court registrar and
has the unique skill of been cool, calm
and collected, in a very busy, reactive and
fast environment that requires accuracy at
all times.

Rita had a very good working relationship
with her colleagues and provided training
to the new and indeed existing members
of staff in the office and will be dearly
missed by us all in Mullingar Court Office,
and also the staff in the neighbouring
counties, as well as the members of An
Garda Siochána and the legal practitioners
whom she had great working relationship
with. She always made herself available to
assist in any way she could.
On behalf of us all here in Mullingar Court
Office, I wish Rita a very happy and healthy
retirement as she closes a very worthy
chapter of her life and begins anew with
her family Sean, Niamh, Margaret, their
partners and her grandchildren Ciara and
Cillian John. She will have a very busy and
fruitful life in her retirement.
Margaret O’Rafferty

PAUL COSGRAVE RETIRES
he took every opportunity that arose
to escape back to the Cork Sittings of
Personal Injuries List and the Central
Criminal Court. As a Registrar he sat in
all Jurisdictions with the exception of the
Supreme Court.

Our esteemed colleague Paul came to
the Four Courts as a High Court Registrar
three years ago, after spending all of his
working life in his beloved Mallow, Co
Cork where he was first appointed as
District Court Clerk in September 1978.
He brought with him his jovial, easy-going
Cork ways, which made him a very affable
colleague – On joining the High Court
Paul became a Super Sub deputising in
all areas often at a moment’s notice after
his long commute from Cork . However

When he was in Dublin, he enjoyed
holding Court of his own in the tea room
with his legendary stories of the good
old days of District Court sittings in the
Munster areas and of his time with the
OSCE / Foreign Affairs as an Election
Observer in Bosnia & Herzegovina in 1997
and 1998, Kazakhstan in 2005 and 2008
and Belarus in 2010.
Paul was an avid sportsman and showed
his fitness levels in 1976 when he and his
colleagues entered the Guinness Book
of Records having played indoor football
continuously for 76 hours.
Academically, Paul proved very
successful also, achieving a BA in Public
Administration IPA Dublin 1990, a BCL
from UCC in 1995 and he qualified as a
Solicitor in 2004.
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While Irish Rail will be worse off because
of Paul’s retirement, at least they
won’t have to worry about the stray
“Corkonian” missing his stop after a few
good nights out. It is ironic to think that
our last big night out in the Courts was
Paul’s “leaving do”, before Covid-19
struck.
Paul’s retirement has left us with the task
of finding a new lotto syndicate organiser
– hopefully we will have better luck under
the new management, whoever that
might be.
We would like to wish Paul all the best
in his retirement, and sincerely hope
he enjoys his time playing golf, poker,
and travelling abroad. However, these
pursuits might be hindered by the arrival
of his beautiful twin grandchildren earlier
this year.
Wishing you all the very best Paul – you
are missed….from all your colleagues in
the Mallow Court Office and in the Four
Courts.
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RETIREMENT
DEIRDRE MCAULEY RETIRES

ANNUAL MASS OF REMEMBRANCE

Our friend and colleague Deirdre McAuley, retired
from the Courts Service on 1st May, 2020. She
left as was her wish, without any fuss. Deirdre
worked in Naas for 20 years. She came to Naas
from the Revenue Commissioners in Dublin as her
wish was to be close to home and her beloved
family. She was one of a handful of ‘true’ Naas
people in the Courthouse!! Deirdre is quiet and
unassuming but was most supportive of her
colleagues, and would go out of her way to be of
assistance to anyone who needed a ‘hand’. She
conducted herself both in the office and in life to
the highest of standards. We were lucky to have
her as a colleague and appreciate her hard work,
kindness and friendship over the years. We wish
Deirdre every happiness in her retirement to enjoy
with her husband and family.

Our annual Mass of Remembrance for
deceased staff and relatives was held
on Thursday 26th November in the
Church of the Immaculate Conception
(Adam and Eve’s), Merchant’s Quay.
Unfortunately, the Level 5 Covid-19
restrictions prevented attendance as
normal at the mass, which also meant
we were unable to hold the traditional
gathering for attendees in Phoenix
House. A maximum of 10 people were
allowed into the church, where we were
represented by our CEO and our Head of
Communications. A representative from
the CCJ was also in attendance as a mark
of respect to our late colleague Sharon
Kineen. The event was streamed live.

Naas Court Office

Music was provided by Teresa Brophy
and Owen C Lynch (Newbridge Vocal
Academy).

APPOINTMENT
ALEC GABBETT

APPOINTMENT
SANDRA MURPHY

Alec Gabbett, Solicitor and Notary Public has been appointed a
judge of the District Court. He was educated at University College
Dublin and the Law Society of Ireland. He was enrolled as a
Solicitor in 2001.

Sandra Murphy, Solicitor has been appointed a judge of the
District Court. She was educated at the University College
Galway and the Law Society of Ireland. She was enrolled as a
Solicitor in 1993.

He chairs mental health tribunals at the Mental Health
Commission. He has also served on the board of the UL Hospitals
Group and Limerick Civic Trust.

She is a member of the Law Society of Ireland Conveyancing
Committee, the Mayo Solicitors Bar Association and of the Irish
Legal History Society.

An tSeirbhís Chúirteanna
Courts Service

An tSeirbhís Chúirteanna
Courts Service

19

20

COURT SERVICE NEWS NUACHT NA SEIRBHÍSE CÚIRTEANNA DECEMBER 2020

FILM REVIEW

MANK – DIRECTED BY DAVID FINCHER
Perhaps in this most unprecedented year, it is appropriate for a film
review to focus on a film that people can watch from the comfort
of their own homes. The film in question, Mank, directed by David
Fincher (Fight Club, Gone Girl) is now available on Netflix.
Set in the late 1930s and early 1940s, the film gives us a glimpse
into the world of Hollywood screenwriter Herman J. Mankiewicz, at
a very specific time in his life.
Following a minor car accident, Mankiewicz or “Mank” to his
friends (and enemies) is bed-bound and tasked by none other than
Orson Welles to write the script for what will become Citizen Kane,
perhaps the most well-known movie of all time.
The screenplay, by the director’s late father, Jack Fincher, was
written in the 1990s but production was long-delayed, partially
due to the younger Fincher’s insistence on filming in black-andwhite. That stylistic choice coupled with the cinematography really
grounds the viewer in the time period. The attention-to-detail
on display is impressive, and much in keeping with the director’s
previous body of work.
For example, the film makes frequent use of flashbacks, but for
each one, a line of traditional screenplay-style text appears on
screen, accompanied by the sound of a typewriter and even more
helpfully, the word “Flashback” itself. This device could seem heavyhanded or even condescending in the hands of a less-accomplished
director, but here only adds to the overall effect.
Gary Oldman plays Mank with great aplomb, drawing on the
gravitas of his recent Oscar-winning turn as Winston Churchill in
Darkest Hour, albeit for this very different role. Mank is a career
alcoholic, and claims that he does his best writing while under the
influence. When we first meet him, he is told there is no alcohol

in the house where he will be sequestered for 90 days to finish
the screenplay, and there is some great comic relief in his various
contrivances to get his hands on a drink.
Oldman’s natural, commanding presence is acutely apparent,
and the scenes of him wandering around the sound stages of
Hollywood and cracking wise are among the best in the film.
The film boasts an ensemble cast, with tremendous performances
throughout. Especially good are screen legend Charles Dance as
William Randolph Hearst, upon whom the character of Charles
Foster Kane in Mank’s screenplay is reputedly based, and Amanda
Seyfried as actress Marion Davies. Seyfried, not unlike Oldman and
Dance, is clearly having a lot of fun, and that energy is palpable.
Tom Burke (known for too many BBC series to possibly list here)
brings great gusto to the role of Orson Welles, and leaves a lasting
impression, despite relatively little screen time.
Also, of particular note is the musical score by Trent Reznor and
Atticus Ross. The pair composed all of the music using exclusively
time-period specific instruments. This is the duo’s fifth collaboration
with the director, and couldn’t be more different than their scores
for films like The Social Network – the jazz-influenced music is
fantastic throughout, and to borrow a film-review cliché, it is almost
like another character.
For anyone with even a passing interest in how movies get made,
this film offers a fascinating insight into the process, and to,
arguably, one of the most crucial personalities in the history of
Hollywood.

Saul Philbin Bowman
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FILM REVIEW

PIXIE
character-driven adventure as they embark on a wild and bloody
road-trip around southern Ireland.

Pixie is a quirky Irish road movie, part crime caper, part
wisecracking comedy with a peppering of a style of filmmaking
made fashionable by Quentin Tarantino in his early days. I say
Tarantino in the broadest sense here. There are clear homages in
Pixie to that great director and to the director Guy Ritchie in the
same way both of these directors would pay homage to their
movie heroes of the past.

This is an electric screenplay courtesy of Preston Thompson with
lots of memorable one liners from all concerned.

Directed by Barnaby Thompson and starring Olivia Cooke (Enter
Player One, The Limehouse Golem), Ben Hardy (Bohemian
Rhapsody) and Daryl McCormack, along with Colm Meaney, Alec
Baldwin, Dylan Moran, Chris Walley & Pat Shortt.
The plot sees feisty and quick-witted, Pixie (Olivia Cooke) decide
it’s finally time to escape her rural hometown and criminal family –
exacting some revenge along the way. Her plan: seduce a couple
of gangsters into a high-stakes drug deal and make away with the
loot. Everything goes awry when the robbery ignites an old rivalry
between her father (Colm Meaney) and the dangerous priestturned-mob-boss, Father McGrath (Alec Baldwin).
When two naive friends (Ben Hardy and Daryl McCormack)
accidentally save Pixie’s life, she turns on the charm and convinces
them to tag along on a madcap adventure full of danger. With
a body in the trunk and stolen drugs in the back seat, Pixie and
the boys flee the wrath of McGrath and his gun-wielding gang of
priests. In order to survive, she must turn to the family she tried
so hard to push away and embrace her gangster heritage one
last time.

Cinematographer John de Borman is a master at channelling some
of the quirky camera shots of the likes of Guy Ritchie and Matthew
Vaughn and mixing them with black humour and comedic gore.
In one scene a taciturn hit-man Seamus (Ned Dennehy) typifies the
comedy and visuals on offer, using a Land Rover to drag a poor
victim round in a figure of eight on a soggy moor to make him talk!
The Irish coastline has also never looked better.
This is an enjoyable little escape fest for anyone one that wants
a good laugh and a bit of mindless entertainment this end of the
year. Given the story can be pretty thin at times and the last fifteen
minutes way too predictable. It really is the characters, the visuals,
the comedy and catchy soundtrack that makes this movie.
It’s like an Irish version of Guy Ritchie’s Snatch or Troy Duffy’s
Boondock Saints. Weak in story but lashings of style and grace.
Effortlessly charming and full of action throughout, Pixie is comic
caper gold.
Mention must go to the ever-brilliant Colm Meaney and Alec
Baldwin as the leader of the gangster priests. Two perfect
performances as expected from these talents.
Pixie opened in Ireland on December the 4th.

It’s clear from their very first meeting that Frank and Harland (Hardy
and McCormack) both have the hots for Pixie which fuels this

Ronan Power
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BOOK REVIEWS...
THE DUTCH HOUSE:
ANN PATCHETT
(BLOOMSBURY)
This year, being a year like no other, to use
what is in danger of becoming a much
hackneyed phrase, I found it difficult
to settle down to reading. Half-read
newspapers and books still unopened bear
testament to this. However, this novel, Ann
Patchett’s eighth work of non-fiction had
me enthralled from the beginning.
The story, which begins in the late 1940s,
is set mainly near Philadelphia and revolves
around the lives of Maeve and Danny
Conroy, children of Cyril and Elna Conroy.
Cyril, unknown to Elna, purchases the
residence known as The Dutch House from
the bank. The original owners were the
Van Hoebeeks who built it in the 1920s
and resided there until the death of Mrs
Van Hoebeek. All the original furnishings
remain in the house including portraits
of the Van Hoebeeks. Elna does not like

the Dutch House at all, feeling that the
family do not deserve such a house and
she eventually abandons the family to do
good works in India. In due course, Cyril
remarries and his new wife moves into
the house with her two young daughters.
There is little love lost between Maeve
and Danny and their stepmother. When
Cyril dies suddenly, Danny finds himself
evicted and moves in with Maeve who had
moved into a small apartment following
graduation.

to the Dutch House, but wait outside,
never going in to visit. The novel spans
five decades in their lives and tracks the
ups and downs of their relationship with
each other and indeed others as they move
through their lives.
I would heartily recommend The Dutch
House with its sparkling dialogue and
wonderful descriptive writing.
Noel Doherty

The novel centres around the relationship
between Maeve and Danny and the Dutch
House. Maeve had become a substitute
mother for Danny, following Elna’s
departure and can be quite demanding.
She persuades him to study medicine,
using an education trust created by their
father and while he becomes a doctor he
never practices medicine, preferring to
pursue a career in property development
like his late father. While Danny moves
to New York, he returns regularly to
Pennsylvania to visit Maeve and they drive

INDISTRACTABLE : HOW TO CONTROL YOUR ATTENTION AND CHOOSE YOUR LIFE BY
NIR EYAL WITH JULIE LI (2019, BLOOMSBURY PUBLISHING)
This book has an inspiring, realistic
approach to balancing technology with
well-being and is full of practical tips.
As soon as I started reading it I realised
I needed to switch off the majority of
notifications on my phone, to reduce
distracting pings! My only alerts now
are for telephone, text, messenger and
Whatsapp messages and I have no
notifications on Facebook, personal email
or anything else. I only revert to sound
notifications when I’m waiting to hear
from someone, as this then prevents me
from constantly checking my phone – on
that occasion it makes sense to wait for
the ping instead!
Throughout the book, the author
speaks of three life domains; you, your
relationships and work and the fact that
we unintentionally spend too much
time in one area at the expense of the
others. Living the life you want not only
involves doing the right things, but also
avoiding doing the wrong things. Being
indistractable means striving to do what
you say you would do.

Chapter takeaways include:To create a work culture that values doing
focused work, start small and find ways
to facilitate an open dialogue among
colleagues about problems. I loved the
suggestion to place a clearly identifiable
sign on top of our work computer that
alerts colleagues in an open-plan office
that you are currently focusing on a task,
thus would appreciate space and being
asked a question only when that clearly
identifiable sign was no longer on your
computer.
There is also a chapter on raising
indistractable children, by teaching them
that distraction is a solvable problem and
that being indistractable is a lifelong skill.
Although I know there is without a doubt a
value to procrastination – for example when
I am avoiding doing my husband’s accounts
at the weekend, I am often doing other
important jobs for the family in a bid to
avoid his messy paperwork. However that
job has a deadline, so focusing on it and
getting it done is by far the best thing to do.
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I am sure we have all been guilty of sitting
with friends and then taking out our phone
to have a quick look – I love his tip of
suggesting we then say “I see you’re on
your phone, is everything ok?” What a
lovely gentle comment to help us all be in
the present moment with our friends and
colleagues, and avoid the distraction of our
phones. His final bit of advice is to remove
devices from bedrooms, to improve both
our quality of sleep and our relationships.
This book is well worth buying. He also has
a website www.nirandfar.com - check it
out for an interesting read too.
Imelda Ryan-Jones
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FESTIVE FEATURES...
RECIPE

PORRIDGE BREAD - WITH
SEASONAL TWISTS

Add three dessert spoons of olive oil, and
two tablespoons of baking soda.

time as the bread soda. Still healthy, still
bread, and a lot more spiced up.

Save the clean and dried tub for the next
time - and you can add the oatmeal in first
allowing the wet ingredients mix more
easily.

For Spring zest the skin, and squeeze the
juice, of half a lime into the mixture on
top of the bread soda - just before mixing.
This adds tons of flavour and gets the soda
working as a raising agent.

Stir all ingredients together and using the
spatula, cut in from the side of the mixture
a few times and stir / mix again.

In the Summer mix a ripe mashed banana
through the mixture, and use lemon juice
and zest instead of lime.

It will be a firm but moist mixture.
This most simple of recipes for Porridge
Bread, is commonly known, and is as
healthy as fresh air.
It is gorgeous but can become
monotonous.
Here as well as the routine recipe, Gerry
Curran offers a few tips to liven it up.
Ingredients:
One large 500g tub of natural yogurt. (low
fat works well, but full fat is richer)
Use the washed and dried yogurt tub, to
measure in two tubs of oatmeal.

Place mixture in an oiled 2lb loaf tin and
cook in a preheated oven at 165°C for 30
minutes.
Remove from the tin and return to the oven
for 10 minutes.
The above makes a very acceptable, filling,
and healthy bread.
To make it more seasonal:
At Christmas, add a few grams of ground
almonds instead of an equal amount of
oats, or break some walnuts or pecan nuts
into it, or crush and sprinkle on top. Add a
bit of mixed spice, or cinnamon at the same

For Autumn maybe go the savoury route,
of adding a few seeds and a bit of curry
powder.
When the bread becomes a bit boring after
day one - it still makes for a great breakfast
toasted and then add spread and honey, or
peanut butter and banana.
Whatever way you go - this is surely a bread
bin essential, which presents as a base for
adventurous open sandwich making.... dairy
spread, mustard, tomato and smoked ham
being this lad’s favourite.

CHRISTMAS QUIZ
It’s been a hard year so we hope this little quiz can distract you with absolutely zero topical questions, not a single one
of them refers to the events of this most unmentionable year. So get researching, switch off the wi-fi and dig out the old
Encyclopaedia that’s holding up the bed in the spare room, the one with the broken leg, you know the one, you tried to
hide it with that nice valance.
QUESTION
1. In what year did the Late Late Toy show first
make its 1st guest appearance?
2. Which actor and comedian went from being
a short order cook with diabolical problems,
to Santa Claus’ sidekick by way of being a
millionaire alcoholic?
3. Zig and Zag shot their 1991 Christmas
Special in Moscow, name the Soviet leader
who resigned shortly after on Christmas day?
4. Which fish traditionally takes the place of
turkey in Central Europe?

ANSWER

QUESTION

ANSWER

6. Name the 1982 Raymond Briggs animated
film where both main characters sadly don’t
make it to the closing credits?
7. In which country was Miss Thomas’s 1907
poem ‘Babushka’ published?
8. In Montenegro, what do they spread under
the Christmas dinner Table?
9. Name the band who had the UK’s Christmas
No 1 single in 2009?
10. Name the actor who had a Holiday Affair
with Janet Leigh in 1949?

5. Whose festival did the Romans celebrate on
the 25th of December?
Closing date for entries is Friday 29th January 2021. To win a €50 An Post ‘One for All’ voucher send your answers by
email to courtsservicenews@courts.ie or John Whelan, Information Office, 6th Floor Phoenix House, Smithfield, Dublin 7.
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THROUGH THE LENS
A SEASONAL GLANCE AT COURTHOUSES
AROUND THE COUNTRY
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